NMAF January Newsletter
A Fundraiser at Camp Bow Wow
Joe, the manager of Camp Bow Wow, along with his staff, decorated a Christmas tree which included gift
ideas that would benefit our animals. Thanks to this effort, we received two huge bags of dog food, two
boxes of doggie toys, towels for the cats, a bag of cat food and four doggie beds! We also received several
generous gift cards for Petsmart! We picked up all the goodies and they are now ready for distribution. A
great big "Thanks" to everyone at Camp Bow Wow and their kind supporters for their holiday generosity!
The dogs are looking forward to a fund-raising event in 2016 with their friends at Camp Bow Wow.

Brian, owner of Camp Bow Wow, and an avid dog lover; Joe and Carolyn, the day care
managers; and all the wonderful donations we received.

Dogcember News
Dogcember, whoops, December saw nine dog adoptions! Carly, Percy, Kevin, Pacman, Alice, Holiday,
Denton, Nellie and 'Nilla Wafer.
Carly and Denton came back. This sometimes happens, although we try to find the best possible match for
both the dogs and the people looking for dogs. We learned a long time ago that sometimes the only way to
know if an adoption is going to work is to try it in the home. Everyone benefits, even if the adoption does
not work out. In this way we learn about the animals’ and adopters’ limitations and capabilities.
In the case of Carly, she has more special needs than most. She is so loyal that she needs a family that
can gently but firmly establish her boundaries in showing her loyalty. In the case of Denton, the adopter
decided that it was just not the right time for her to adopt.
Adopting from a shelter gives no period for the family and dogs to settle in before the adoption is finalized.
By providing the two-week settling-in period, NMAF’s adopters get a fair chance. And the next adoption
benefits by the new knowledge it needs to be successful.
In other news, the city called NMAF with a dog that was turned in having been adopted several years ago
from NMAF. One of our volunteers went to the house to leave them a note, and within hours the dog was
reunited with his family. The adopter had gone out of town for the holiday and the caretaker accidentally
left the gate open on Dec. 23rd. The dog was not turned in to the city until Dec 29th. (somebody must have
sheltered it during the extreme cold). When the owner could not be located, the chip company contacted
NMAF as the secondary contact and....VOILA! A successful return! Huge Thanks to our dedicated
volunteer for the leg work all the way from Santa Fe!

From Pauper to Prince

"I gotta get rid of him!" the man said, as he dragged the little waif of a dog through the neighborhood.
Scared, wearing a thick chain, the little dog trembled. A NMAF volunteer quickly took him, replaced the
chain with a harness, and changed his hobo name to Prince. So very happy to sleep indoors on a warm
bed, to have his very own food dish, to be showered with love and attention, he soon forgot his past. He
was quickly set up for a veterinary exam at TLC and once fully vetted (neutered, vaccinated and chipped)
and posted on the website, his first adoption application came quickly.

Today Prince has his very own kingdom in his foster home consisting of his kind rescuer and three other
rescue dogs and two cats. He's living the life all dogs deserve as he awaits his perfect forever home.
These daily rescues are made possible by our caring volunteers, donors and supporters. We can't do it
without their help!

CAT MEWS

Foster or Adopt Lovely Lena
Spayed Female
3 years old
Silver Tabby
She is a showstopper! Her plush, dark tabby coat and beautifully stenciled eyes and face will take your
breath away. Lena makes herself at home wherever she is. She is a confident cat, smart, mellow and
affectionate, and she is right at home being held and cuddled, or dancing and prancing to her own tune.
She was found as a stray in Four Hills where she managed to dodge the coyotes and bob cats long enough
to find her way to a safe haven with her temporary rescue family. They are unable to keep her, so NMAF is
looking for a foster or adoptive family for Lena.
Lena is a large cat, is young and healthy, and is negative for FeLV & FIV.
With her perfect litter box etiquette, a grace to all her movements, and a coat like silk, lovely Lena will
charm your socks off!
Please call Jeri for more information on Lena at 350-7463.

We welcomed three new volunteers this month who are helping us at our Saturday adoption clinics at
Petsmart on Academy. Welcome to Cory, Domenica, and Victoria, who are students at Albuquerque
Academy. Thank you for your love of animals and your willingness to walk the dogs and play with the cats.

Event News
Lifelong pet rescuer, humane educator and noted author, Kate J. Kuligowski, invited NMAF to join her at a
luncheon at the Four Hills Country Club to promote her new award-winning book, “Our Most Treasured
Tails, Sixty Years of Pet Rescue”. Kate’s new book was awarded First Place for the best book in 2014 by
the Dog Writers Assn. of America. Proceeds of the book are directed to New Mexico animal rescue groups.
We thank Kate for her support of NMAF and salute her and her husband Wally for a lifetime of wonderful
work helping animals. They continue to do rescue of cats and dogs from their home in Four Hills. For more
information on her book, contact the NMAF office. Kate will make arrangements to get you a signed copy.

Yard Sale
Our dedicated Yard Sale Team is working hard collecting merchandise for our first 2016 sale. They are
hoping to coordinate a multi-house sale. NMAF’s storage units are filling up for the spring event, which will
be a big one! Volunteers are essential to help price items, set up and sell the items, and clean up. It’s a fun
occasion, a chance to meet other volunteers and enjoy plenty of scrumptious snacks. Please call the office
at 881-7297 to lend a hand.

We will be happy to receive your donated items all year long for our ongoing sales. You will receive a
receipt for your tax-deductible donation.
Please call and leave a message for Bart at 881-7297 if you need to arrange a pick-up.

Annual Member Appreciation and Board of Directors Election Meeting
Sunday, February 28, 2016, 2 to 4 p.m.
Adelante Development Center
3900 Osuna Rd. NE
It’s our biggest social event of the year! Share your favorite animal stories, get caught up on the latest
NMAF news, visit with old friends and meet new ones. Please help us celebrate with all the members of
NMAF (prospective new members are welcome, too!), and get ready for an interesting presentation and
discussion with our Guest Speaker, to be announced.
Two of NMAF’s Board of Directors, Gloria Graeber and Elizabeth Miller, who now serve proudly on our
Board, will be running for office again this year. Please join us and show your support for New Mexico
Animal Friends and our dedicated Board of Directors!

Volunteer Opportunities
Members of the Board of Directors
We are looking for people who are energetic and enthusiastic! We’re especially interested in those who
have any of the following experience or contacts: radio, TV, media, marketing/branding skills, and grant
writing. The position is for a staggered two-year term; meetings held the 2nd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. in NMAF offices. Please call (505)881-7297 for an application and submit no later than January
15, 2016.

Cat Adoption Clinic Supervisor
Coordinate weekly adoption clinics. Duties include: keeping calendar of adoption events (Saturdays and
special events); keeping inventory of current foster homes for coordinating attendance; helping organize
clinic set-up (equipment, literature, and displays) and arranging for emergency substitutes as needed;
inventory clinic needs. Organizational skills useful.

Media Coordinator
Propose press releases and liaise with media to improve NMAF’s visibility. Includes preparation of ads,
marketing, promotion of special events, special announcements. Collaborate with Volunteer Coordinator for
special events. Communication and organizational skills required.

Volunteer Coordinator
Organize events to recruit, promote, and maintain a healthy and happy volunteer base; keep events
calendar and list of volunteers up to date; communicate with volunteer base. People-person with
organizational skills needed.

Easy Money for NMAF
Anyone with a Smith’s Reward Card can make a donation to NMAF simply by designating NMAF as their
charity. To make NMAF your designated charity, simply go to www.smithscommunityrewards.com, enter
your information and choose NMAF as your charity. NMAF’s NPO# is 55541.
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